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Chamber of Commerce Position Statement




February 18, 2010

RE: Opposition to the Approval of Medical Marijuana Dispensary Operation


The Sonoma Valley Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors has unanimously agreed to take a public position to oppose the opening of a Medical Marijuana Dispensary (MMD) in the City of Sonoma and unincorporated Sonoma Valley. 

The Chamber Board’s decision was made after careful analysis regarding the findings of communities where MMDs have been allowed to operate and the resulting impacts to the local economic climate. 

Findings Regarding Medical Marijuana Dispensaries




1.   Cities have noted neighborhood impacts from the operation of permitted medical marijuana dispensaries that include:
• Street level dealers trying to sell to those going to the dispensary at a lower price; 
• People smoking marijuana in public around the dispensary; 
• Increased traffic into the community to obtain marijuana; 
• Marijuana DUI by people who have obtained it from the dispensary; 
• Burglary attempts into the dispensary building; 
• Criminal element drawn to the dispensary location; 
• Marijuana dealers using a doctor’s recommendation to purchase from the dispensary for illegal resale; 
• Street criminals in search of the drugs robbing medical use patients near the dispensary;
• Thefts and robberies around the location supporting the illegal and legal drug commerce; 
• Businesses next door to facilities are negatively affected due to the concentration of criminals that sometimes associate with the dispensary; and 
• Complaints of other illegal drugs being sold inside dispensary.

2.   
At this time, medical marijuana dispensaries are illegal under Federal law and the persons who operate them are subject to Federal prosecutions. 
3.    Allowance of this type of use is counter-productive to the goals of the redevelopment agency investments to eliminate blight and to create economic development opportunities.

4.    To avoid the difficult process many communities are experiencing to reverse the permitting of MMDs from their jurisdictions.

5.   
The sales tax captured by MMDs is not a significant source of revenue for local governments. 

6. 
The Chamber’s position opposes only medical marijuana dispensaries and does not affect an individual’s right to cultivate and possess marijuana for his or her own medical purposes under Proposition 215 and state law.
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