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Chamber of Commerce Position Statement





March 18, 2010

RE: Support of Proposition 16 - The Taxpayers Right to Vote Act 

The Sonoma Valley Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors has taken a public position to support Proposition 16- The Taxpayers Right to Vote Act.

The Chamber Board’s decision was based on the following: 

1. 
The initiative requires that voters decide, by a two-thirds majority if a local government chooses to use public funds or bonds to provide electricity service.  This is the same vote required for many other local special tax and bond measures, including schools and hospitals.
2.   
At this critical time of State budget shortfalls, and increased reliance on local public funds to maintain levels of community services including public safety, recreation and public works, it is important that voters have a voice prior to local elected officials committing public funds and/or incurring public debt for the purpose of creating an electricity utility entity.
3.   The creation of a publicly owned utility is a complex and expensive undertaking.  This proposed initiative ensures that the long-term costs, potential benefits and risks if the effort fails, are communicated and decided by the voters of the local jurisdiction.
4.    A vote is not required under this proposed initiative if a local government chooses to direct funds to purchase, provide or supply renewable sources, such as wind or solar power.
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