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Chamber Opposes Another State Attempt to Take Local Funds

Governor Brown recently released his budget proposal that includes the elimination of Redevelopment Agencies. Sonoma Valley has two, separately governed, Redevelopment Agencies: the Springs Redevelopment Area along Highway 12 in the unincorporated County of Sonoma, and the City of Sonoma Community Development Area along Highway 12 inside the City limits. 

Redevelopment areas provide locally generated funding for the purpose of ensuring economic stability, increasing local employment and increasing local tax revenues and strengthening communities. 

The Chamber has consistently provided a voice urging State officials to keep these dollars under the local governance of County and City to pay for services and programs in our own communities, particularly during this critical economic time, and to protect them from being used to attempt to balance the State budget. Last November, voters approved Proposition 22, opposing State take away of local funds.

Locally, Redevelopment dollars have provided sidewalks and streetlights along Highway 12, business signage and façade improvements, building and construction for La Luz Center and affordable housing projects, funding for Economic Development Partnership and destination marketing programs.

From a policy standpoint, elimination of Redevelopment agencies makes no sense.  They boost our economy and are essential tools for the State’s financial recovery. Redevelopment builds and improves communities, promotes job growth and taxes and is the most significant provider of infrastructure and affordable housing in the State.

The current State budget is dire as a result of years of shifting funds and temporary budget fixes. This State fiscal crisis should not be applied as a reason to eliminate a local funding program that effectively creates jobs and promotes economic growth. The Chamber encourages individual business and community members interested in this critical issue to contact State representatives and urge opposition to this proposal by Governor Brown. Contact information and sample letters can be found at www.sonomachamber.com.
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