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Chamber of Commerce Position Statement





March 18, 2010

RE: Support of 2010 State Parks Initiative 

The Sonoma Valley Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors has taken a public position to support the State Parks and Wildlife Conservation Trust Fund Act of 2010, slated for the November 2010 ballot, to provide a stable, reliable and adequate source of funding to protect state parks

The Chamber Board’s decision was based on the following: 
· Second only to wineries, State Historic Parks represent the most popular attractions in Sonoma Valley.  The Mission San Francisco Sonoma de Sonoma, General Vallejo’s Home and Sonoma Barracks are an integral part of Sonoma’s Downtown Plaza business district.  

· Downtown parks as well as Jack London’s Beauty Ranch in Glen Ellen, serve as key components of Sonoma Valley’s visitor industry and are visited year-round as resources for the State’s educational curriculum for California history.

· State budget cuts have starved state parks, causing them to accumulate a backlog of more than $1 billion in needed maintenance and repairs. 
· Twice in the past two years, state parks were on the brink of being shut down.  Only last-minute budget reprieves kept them open. But nearly 150 state parks were shut down part-time or suffered deep service reductions because of budget cuts, and more park closure proposals and budget cuts are expected this year.

· The State Parks and Wildlife Conservation Trust Fund Act of 2010 would ensure a dedicated and reliable funding stream for state parks through an $18 annual surcharge on most California vehicles. By law, the trust fund could only be spent on state parks, urban river parkways, wildlife, natural lands and ocean conservation programs. 

· Vehicles subject to the surcharge would receive free, year-round admission to all state parks. Californians will no longer pay day-use fees at any state parks. In comparison, park visitors currently pay up to $125 for an annual pass or $10-$15 per day at most parks.
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